Could these people be
your neighbors?

MYTH: People who receive vouchers
through the Housing Choice Voucher
(HCV) Program (formerly known as the
Section 8 Program) just want a handout
and are not good neighbors.

FACT: The vast majority of voucher
holders have income that is just not
enough to afford rent for housing.
Nearly half are elderly or have a disability, and most others have at least
one job, with many also raising children.*
Voucher holders often want to live in
and contribute to a thriving community,
just like anyone else.

MYTH: HCV Program participants
don’t pay their rent on time and destroy
property.

FACT: The HCV Program expects
participants to comply with the lease
and program requirements, pay their
share of the rent on time, and maintain
the rental unit in good condition. If a
participant in the HCV Program causes
property damage or fails to make rental
payments, he or she may be evicted
like any other resident, and may be
terminated from the HCV Program.

MYTH: Participants in the HCV
Program want to live in the inner city.
FACT: HCV participants are able to
live in any neighborhood where
landlords are willing to rent to them.
HCV holders want to live in safe
communities with good schools for their
children, and could be living next to you.
* Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, December 2011.

Get to know the facts about
participants in the Housing
Choice Voucher Program.

The Consider the Person Campaign is designed to ensure all families are able to
have housing in areas of opportunity. The campaign is focused on changing the
hearts and minds of landlords and communities about participants in the
Housing Choice Voucher Program so they may live in any neighborhood they choose.

Learn more about our Consider the Person Campaign
Sign-up for email updates and campaign launch
information at ConsiderThePerson.org
The Consider the Person Campaign is a project of the Maryland ABCD Network.

